
July 18, 2017 

Dear Consular Officer: 

The U.S. Commercial Service is pleased to support the upcoming Energizing Africa through Partnerships 
conference in Charlotte, North Carolina. The event will take place from October 23 – 25, 2017 and will 
be the second year in a row the U.S. Department of Commerce has partnered with the organizers to 
promote and facilitate the event. 

Energizing Africa through Partnerships provides an opportunity to learn from U.S. energy project and 
technology developers experienced in conducting business in Sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, 
representatives from key U.S. Government agencies supporting projects in Africa will speak on the 
resources available to American companies. More information can be found at the conference website: 
http://www.powerafricasummit.com. 

The Carolinas have a diverse and rapidly evolving economy that is dependent on expanding 
international opportunities for our companies. North Carolina is home to many of the world’s leading 
Smart Grid, electric distribution, energy services and power generation companies. Duke Energy, 
headquartered right here in Charlotte, is the U.S.’ largest power producer and plays an important role in 
attracting global companies to the region. Energy companies from Asia, Europe and Latin America now 
call North Carolina home, a testament to the strength of our economy as a result of our increasing 
exposure to international markets. 

We are pleased to have a diverse group of participants from Africa traveling to attend  this event, many 
of them will be key presenters. These industry professionals and government officials will add important 
insight into commercial opportunities for U.S. companies on the continent. The dynamic markets of Sub-
Saharan Africa play a growing and highly strategic opportunity for companies located in the Southeast 
of the United States. Any assistance you can provide to support the timely adjudication of our African 
delegates’ U.S. visa applications will of course be greatly appreciated.  

If I can provide any additional information or supporting documents on our participation or on the event 
itself, please don’t hesitate to contact me at +1 (704) 333-4886 or greg.sizemore@trade.gov. 

Regards, 

Greg Sizemore 

Director 

U.S. Export Assistance Center 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
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